Whether a particular area or particular facility should be
required to consolidate as a condition to grant eligibility, i.e.,
whether consolidation of such an area or specific facilities

is "desirable", involves a multitude of considerations and, in
the final analysis, a judgmental determination.

We have very carefully reviewed all of the evidence
presented in this matter. Substantial evidence on both sides of
the issue involved was presented, and the determination which
should be made is very evenly balanced. We find, however, that
social, political and environmental factors do not justify a
mandate to petitioner that it be required to participate in the
Sacramento Regional County Sanitation District project. This finding
as regards environmental factors is predicated in part on the
representation made by petitioner during the October 15, 1975,
hearing and in the letter of October 6, 1975, from Randolph H. Dewant
Consulting Enginéer for the petitioner, that "fail-safe" systems
have been or will be incorporated in the West Sacramento plant which
will provide operatioﬁal reliability comparable to that being
designed into the Sacramento Regional District'slfacilities,
recognizing the restrictions with regard to duplication of major
treatment units in smaller treatment plants. It is also predicated
upon the commitment and responsibilities of the petitioner“to work
with and cooperate with Sacramento Regional County Sanitation
District and the State Board to promote and complete the optimum

wastewater treatment system for the Sacramento area.



III. CONCLUSIONS

After review of the entire record, we conclude that a
separate project for petitioner for treatment, cohveyance and
disposal of waste shall be grant eligible, provided that the
project proposed otherwise confofms with all applicable state and
federal laws, rules, regulations, guidelines, policies and plans.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that this matter is remanded to the
Division of Water Quality for reconsideration of a separate project
for the West Sacramento Sanitary District in accordance with this

order.

Dated: November 20, 1975
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/s/ Roy E. Dodson ) /s/ W. W. Adams
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